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Belltown Antique Car Club - P.O. Box 211, East Hampton, CT  06424            September, 2022 

NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday, Sept. 7, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at the East Hampton Library 

Begins with a Pot-Luck Supper; the Business Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. 
    

  On the Agenda:   - Recapping the done well/do better from our 55th Annual Vintage Motorcar Meet     

                      - Suggestions for the Featured Marque for our 2023 Meet    

       - Autumn activities + forthcoming election of officers for next year  

       - Next meeting dates and locations       

               

FUEL FOR THOUGHT 
 

Fellow Club Members, 

    I’d like to share a few thoughts, having attended the Belltown show on Sunday… 

    First, I would like to thank and congratulate all the hard 

working Club members that organized and pulled off the show, 

especially under these incredible hot weather conditions. 

    Further, a Big Thanks to those who braved the heat, brought 

their cars, and made the show a success. 

    As a founding BACC member some 55 years ago, I am so very proud of how the 

many members over time have carried on our great tradition...the legacy of those 

that formed the Club.  We owe a debt of gratitude to the current group of dedicated 

guys and gals.  I remember so well the great folks that founded the Club “back in the 

day” such as “Wild Bill” Perry, John Peterson (a.k.a. “Johnny Pete”), Henry and Del-

bert Burr, Stanley Knotek, George Birner, Bob Hellstrom, Polly and Ritchie Beckwith, 

Scott Macgregor, Fred Fitch, and more (sorry if I left someone out).  

    Let us look forward to many more years as we salute and celebrate the times and 

cars of yesteryear.  May God bless the Belltown Antique Car Club and its members. 

  - John Beveridge, past president (Essex, Conn.) 

            

CLUB NOTES 

 

Our eighth business meeting of the year was held on August 3, at the Haddam Neck Fairgrounds in preparation 
for our 55th Annual Belltown Vintage Motorcar Meet that took place on the following Sunday.  

Old business 

Don Liepelt announced that the date for our upcoming tour to see a collector’s garage in Killingworth has been 
confirmed for Saturday, August 27th.  Bring a picnic lunch, and your favorite pizza toppings (optional).  Our 
host will make pizzas on request.  Steve Rossi provided Don with a tour route starting in Tylerville, west of the 
Swing Bridge.  Don will have the particulars emailed to members ahead of time.  

Continued on p. 2 

 

 



CLUB NOTES, continued from p. 1 

 

Ralph Phil reported that the East Hampton Lions Club has made a $250 donation to BACC from their food 
service operation at the Antique Engine & Tractor Meet in April.  We thank them for that! 

New business 

Final preparations for our upcoming Vintage Motorcar Meet were reviewed.  We have 252 show plaques 
available to give out to registered show cars and hobby vendors in the flea market.  Like last year, we will run 
one-way traffic on the entrance road during the morning, requiring that all vehicles exit across the open field 
to the firehouse parking lot.  That field has been dry, however, it has some ruts in it and needs to be mowed 
again.  [That was done prior to the show.  - Ed.]  Alan Carlson called for more volunteers to park cars.   

Dan David noted that the AACA issued a policy ahead of their upcoming Hershey Meet to the effect that the 
display, distribution, and sale of political materials would not be permitted in the flea market or elsewhere.  
They cited their responsibilities as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  Jon Grant stipulated that we are not 
going to have such vendors at our hobby-oriented flea market at the VMM. 

Jon Grant reviewed the judging form as well as the Club’s judging philosophy (essentially the cars are judged 
against each other in a class; they are not judged against a “standard” as is used by some marque clubs).  Jon 
also recorded volunteer assignments to the judging teams for each class.  Once again we will use a colored dot 
to indicate the cars that are trophy winners so that their owners will know to stay until the awards ceremony.  

A suggestion was made to add a fire extinguisher requirement for each entrant at next year’s Meet.   

Next meetings and locations 

- The September meeting will be back at the East Hampton Library and will be held on Wednesday, the 7th.  It 
will include a pot-luck supper.  Let Polly Beckwith (860-733-3547) know if you plan to attend.  Bring a dish 
or dessert (or a big bottle soft drink) to share.  Dinner starts at 6:30 p.m.; business meeting to follow at 7:30.   

- The date and location for the October meeting has to be finalized, with consideration given to the timing for 
the AACA Eastern Fall Meet at Hershey, this year running from Tuesday, October 4 to Friday, October 7.  

 

MEMBER MILESTONES 
 

Happy Birthday to: Steven Rossi   Sept. 5th          Eleanor Sutton       Sept. 19th (81) 
   Frank Shaw   Sept. 5th         Rollin Karoll       Sept. 25th      
   Joan Frey   Sept. 6th (76)          Peter McNulty     Sept. 26th  
   Vincenza McNulty Sept. 6th (70)         Steve Fallis     Sept. 28th (80) 
   Matt Elgart   Sept. 8th         Joe George      Sept. 28th  
   Suzanne Degregorio     Sept. 12th                  Jacqueline Grant     Sept. 30th  
   Randy Greenberg Sept. 14th 
            

Happy Anniversary to:     Donald & Audrey Brookes  Sept. 8th     Phil & June Guertin    Sept. 21st (20) 
         John, Jr. & Theresa Bair        Sept. 24th 
 

Best Wishes for a Speedy Recovery to:  Chevi Super, who broke her foot in a mishap while working at the spectator 
          gate at our August Meet.   
 

New Members:  Please welcome Randy Greenberg of Oxford, Conn. to BACC.  Randy owns three Cadillacs, a 1958 
     Eldorado Brougham, and two Coupe DeVilles, a 1959 & a 1980; he is a member of the HVR-AACA.  

     Please also welcome back Peter McNulty of Sandy Hook and Garrett Grant of Wallingford. 

     With the addition of these members, our roster now totals 101 full members including 6 lifetime. 
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“THANK YOU” to the BACC member volunteers, the show car entrants including the Crankin’ Yanks and the Four 
Seasons Model T Association, the flea market vendors, food and ice cream providers the Masonic Lodge #112 of East 
Hampton and Maya Cigal with her vintage Good Humor truck, East Haddam’s Staehly family whose “locomotive” 
served as our announcer’s stand, and the Haddam Neck Fair Association.  Without your full support, the success of 
our 55th Annual Belltown Vintage Motorcar Meet would not have been possible. 
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Don (with burger) & Audrey 

AWARD WINNERS - 55th ANNUAL BELLTOWN VINTAGE MOTORCAR MEET 

Club President’s Trophy: 

 1978 Lincoln Town Car - Ron Perry 
 

Master of Ceremonies Trophy: 

 1928 Chevrolet National Conv. Cabriolet -  
  Peter Christianson 
 

Trophy in Memory of Bob Helming: 

 Model T Mechanical Display - Don Liepelt 
 

Trophy in Memory of Bill Reardon: 

 1948 Mack E Fire Truck - Portland Fire Dept. 

 

Judged Class Trophies: 
 

Class A - Early Cars, -1931, except Ford A & T, Full 
 Classics 

 1. 1910 Cadillac Model 30 - Alan Miller 

 2. 1929 Viking V29 Sedan - Clifford Baker  

Class B - Ford Model A, all non-truck, 1928-1931 

 1. 1930 Model A Town Sdn. - Paul McCollam 

 2. 1929 Model A Town Car - Jim Romanella 

 3. 1930 Model A Deluxe Rdstr. - Sandy & Jim  
        Bielunis  

Class C - Featured Marque: Ford Model T, -1927 (all) 

 1. 1915 Model T Touring - George Dragone 

 2. 1926 Model T Coupe - John Tattersall 

 3. 1924 Model T Pickup - Renwick Minchin 

 Special Merit: Demonstration Model T Cutaway  
      Drivetrain - Four Seasons Model T Association 

Class D - Full Classics, 1915-1948  

 1. 1934 Packard 1104 Club Sdn. - Douglas  
         Fernandez 

 2. 1936 Cord Conv. - John McCall 

 3. 1940 Packard 1803 Sedan - Michael Schinas 

Class E - Early Cars, 1932-1948, except Full Classics 

 1. 1940 Ford Std. Station Wgn. -  Henri David, Jr. 

 2. 1936 Ford Club Cabriolet - Jim Clark 

 3. 1940 Buick 50 Cpe. - Michael & Michele LaPila 

Class F - Early Trucks, -1948 (up to 2 ton) 

 1. 1948 Mack E Fire Truck - Portland Fire Dept. 

 2. 1944 Ford 1-1/2 Ton Flatbed - Lance Dimock 

Class G - Cars, 1949-1954* 

 1. 1953 Oldsmobile 98 2 Dr, Hdtp. - Don Jack 

 2. 1951 Ford Crestliner 2 Dr. - Robert Barbieri  

 3. 1951 Plymouth Bus. Coupe - Al Bernard 

  

Judged Class Trophies, continued: 
 

Class H - Cars, 1955-1959* 

 1. 1956 Chevrolet Bel Air 2 Hdtp. - Ed Makuck 

 2. 1959 Cadillac Cpe. De Ville - Randy Greenberg  

 3. 1956 Ford Fairlane 2 Dr. Hdtp. - Joe Sandella 

Class I - Cars, 1960-1964* 

 1. 1962 Studebaker Hawk GT - Bill Steafather  

 2. 1961 Dodge Dart Seneca 2 Dr. - Jim Barnard 

 3. 1963 Rambler 770 Classic Sdn. - John Martin 

Class J - Cars, 1965-1968* 

 1. 1968 Chevrolet Camaro Conv. - Mark Sack 

 2. 1968 Mercury Cougar XR7-G - Bob Brothers 

 3. 1965 Ford Mustang Fastback - Jim Uliano 

Class K - Cars, 1969* 

 1. 1969 Hurst-Olds - Dino & Lisa Buongiorno 

 2. 1969 Olds 442 Conv. - Dominic Lucibello 

 3. 1969 Shelby GT350 Fstbk. - Bob Woynar 

Class L - Cars, 1970-1974* 

  1. 1970 Chev. Monte Carlo SS454 - Jim Boczar 

  2. 1972 Oldsmobile 442 Conv. - Ronald Ferrero 

  3. 1972 Ford Mustang Conv. - Jim Cloutier 

Class M - Cars, 1975-1982 

  1. 1978 Lincoln Town Car - Ron Perry 

  2. 1976 Mercury Grand Marquis - Tom Matthews 

Class N - Sports & GT Cars, post-War, -1964 

  1. 1956 Ford Thunderbird - Tom Letis, Jr. 

  2. 1956 Ford Thunderbird - Richard Durso 

  3. 1952 MG TD Rdstr. - Jim Keach 

Class O - Sports & GT Cars, 1965 to 1982 

  1. 1981 Delorean - Don Soukup 

  2. 1973 MGB Rdstr. - Robert Lavezzoli 

  3. 1967 Chev. Corvette Conv. - Tom Tierney 

Class P - Trucks, 1949-1969 (up to 2 ton)** 

  1. 1954 Chevrolet 3100 Pickup - Tony Della  
       Camera 

  2. 1966 Ford F250 Stepside Pickup - Joe Offredi 

  3. 1968 Ford F250 Stepside Pickup - Lauren  
              Humpage 

Class Q - Trucks, 1970-1982 (up to 2 ton)** 

 1. 1979 Dodge Adventurer Pickup - Anthony  
             Durso 

 

      *) Except Sports & GT Cars 

      **) Includes Classic SUVs 
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BACC Patriots Tour on July 17 

“Thank you,” Don Liepelt for hosting another enjoyable summer tour.  
 

 

 

Scenes from the 55th Annual Belltown Vintage Motorcar Meet on August 7 

See Ralph Phil’s photo gallery posted on the Club website for many more images from the event. 

      

[Photo credits: Dan David] 

15 Belltowners participated in the 
tour, along with 6 others from 
C.H.A.S. and the Crankin’ Yanks. 

The tour began in East Hampton, 
made a lunch stop at Gay City 
State Park in Hebron, and then 
proceeded to the Nathan Hale 
Homestead in Coventry. 

Clockwise from top left: Four Seasons Model T Assn. members 
demonstrated their cutaway powertrain for Charlie Murphy. 

Don Liepelt brought his cutaway Model T gearbox & magneto. 

24 Ford Model Ts were entered in the Featured Marque class.  

Steve Rossi congratulated Peter Christianson for receiving the 
Announcer’s Award for his 1928 Chevrolet Cabriolet.  

Ron Perry received the 2022 
President’s Award from Alan 
Carlson for his low mileage  
1978 Lincoln Town Car.  

 

[Photo credits: Awards images 
by Ralph Phil, all others by Dan 
David] 
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HOBBY HEADLINES & HISTORY 
 

Loewy’s first venture into automobile design - French-born 

designer Raymond Loewy initially became known for doing Fifth 
Avenue department store windows, magazine fashion illustration 
and industrial design commissions when he was approached by the 
Hupp Motor Co. to spice up their Hupmobile car line.  Loewy was 
responsible for the cycle-fender show car known as the Hupmobile 
I-122 Eight Sport Victoria that debuted at the 1932 Chicago Auto 
Show.  This one-of-one creation, now owned by Dragone Classic 
Motorcars of Orange, Conn., was shown to the public once again 
at the 55th Annual Belltown Vintage Motorcar Meet on August 7th. 

Loewy’s work at Hupp went on to include the 1934 Hupmobile 
Model J Aero-Dynamic sedan line.  His firm, Raymond Loewy 
Associates, was retained by Studebaker Corporation as from 1936. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Club participation events in bold) 
 

Friday-Monday, Sept. 2-5 - Lime Rock Park Historic Festival 40, including “Sunday in the Park” Concours featuring 
Corvette Concept Cars, Lime Rock Park racetrack, Lakeville, Conn.  Info at: https://limerock.com/labor-day-historics. 

Wednesday, September 7 - BACC monthly business meeting at the East Hampton Public Library.  Pot luck supper 
begins at 6:30 p.m. (RSVP Polly Beckwith, 860-733-3547).  Business meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, September 11 - Yankee Yesteryear 62nd Annual Auto Show & Swap Meet at Brooklyn Fairgrounds, Brooklyn, 
Conn.  Judged show; opens 9 a.m., no cut-off.  Show cars $10, spectators $5 (under 12, free).  

Sunday, September 11 - Deep River Fire Dept. Automotive Extravaganza, Devitt Field, Deep River, Conn.  9 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  Show cars $10, spectators free.  Class awards based on People’s Choice voting.  Rain date: Sunday, Sept. 19. 

Saturday, September 17 - 2nd Orphan & Discontinued Car Show sp. by the Deep River Historical Society, on the lawn at 
DRHS’s Old Stone House, 245 Main St., Deep River, Conn.  10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  People’s Choice awards.  Other antique 
vehicles welcome for separate display.  Show cars $10, spectators free.  Museum tours.  For info contact Bill Nitschke, 
914-323-8958.  Updates at: https://deepriverhistoricalsociety.org. 

Saturday-Sunday, September 17-18 - Tobacco Valley Flywheelers Fall Show at Haddam Meadows State Park, Rte. 154, 
Haddam, Conn.  Antique engines, working displays and tractors plus antique cars and trucks welcome.  

Sunday, October 2 - Club Corvette of Connecticut’s 28th Annual Corvette Show & Swap Meet, Guilford Fairgrounds, 
111 Lover’s Ln., Guilford, Conn. (new location and timing).  9 a.m. to 3 p.m., general adm. $5 (under 12, free).  Info at 
https://www.clubcorvettect.com/club-corvette-of-connecticut-annual-car-show/.  

Sunday, October 2 - 36th Annual Middlesex Hist. Society Car Show, Palmer Field off Rte. 66, Middletown, Conn. 

Tuesday-Friday, October 4-7 - AACA Eastern Fall Meet.  Info: https://hershey.aaca.com/eastern-division-fall-meet/. 

Wednesday, Oct. 5 or Saturday, Oct. 8 - BACC monthly business meeting.  Date and location TBD. 
   

Repeating Cruise Nights / Cars & Coffee Events [weather permitting]  

Every Monday - 98.7 WNLC Cruise Night at Ocean Beach Park, 98 Neptune Ave., New London, 5 p.m. to dusk (-9/12) 

Every Tuesday - “Misfits” Cruise Night, 95 Bridge Rd., Haddam (Tylerville), 4 p.m. to dusk; host: Joe George (-9/27) 

First Tuesday - Car Cruise at Nature’s Art/Dinosaur Pl., Rte. 85, Chesterfield, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.; -1978 (last one: 9/6) 

Third Wednesday - Good Times Cruise Night, Colchester Green, 5 p.m. to sunset; -1987 (last one 9/21, rain date 9/28)  

First Saturday - Free Car Show at American Legion Post 113, 80 Essex Rd., Old Saybrook, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (last: 9/3) 

Every Other Sunday - Cars & Coffee at Guilford Commons (“Rockpile”), 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. (next ones: 9/11, 9/25) 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
For more old car event listings check out the Conn. Council of Car Clubs @ https://ctccc.net/events-calendar.html, the Conn. Sea-
port Car Club based in Fairfield area @ https://www.ctseaportcarclub.com/carshows.htm, and Shoreline Antique Auto Connec-
tion based in Branford area @ http://www.shorelineantiqueautoconnection.com/calendar.htm.  

 
Photo: Dragone Classic Motorcars 
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BELLTOWN CLASSIFIEDS 
Send your sell/wanted ads for cars, parts and hobby-related services to dan12david@yahoo.com 

 

For Sale - 1955 Ford Thunderbird, red with white soft top, black & white interior, automatic transmission.   

      4,000 miles on older restoration.  $25,000. 

      Call Alan Carlson, 860-510-9847 (cell).   [BACC member]  

 

Wanted – Tools to grind and reface engine valve seats and valves.  Will consider complete or partial kits. 

      Call Brent Thompson, 860-638-7447 and leave a message.  I will respond to all messages.   [BACC member]  

 

ORPHAN CARS I WOULD GLADLY ADOPT 
Unmuffled Exhaust from the Editor 

 

On Saturday, September 17, the Deep River Historical Society will treat us to their second Orphan and Discontinued Car 
Show.  I am rooting for it to be a success and to become an important local showcase for the underdogs of the old car 
hobby.  The subject of orphan and discontinued cars is an engaging one, rife with products and their stories to ruminate 
about.  Surely most of us could come up with a favorite from each decade.  Even if we couldn’t agree on our choices it 
would be fun to go through the mental exercise and debate the merits of which cars we like best.  

Here is what I would want to put in my six-car garage of wishful thinking: 

 From the Thirties - a 1935 DeSoto Airflow Coupe (photo, right) 

 From the Forties - a 1940 LaSalle Series 52 Special Coupe 

 From the Fifties - a 1959 Studebaker Lark VIII Regal 2-dr. Hardtop 

 From the Sixties - a 1969 Saab 96 V4 De Luxe 

 From the Seventies - a 1973 AMC Hornet X Hatchback 

 From the Eighties - a 1983 Renault LeCar Sport 2-dr. 

Note that I limited my consideration set to 2-door models only, mainly because that type of car is what interests me right 
now.  I also excluded cars I have previously owned and anything “too exotic,” i.e., beyond my means.  There are so 
many desirable orphan cars out there that it helps to establish some guard rails before you get started.  Try it.  You might 
find yourself becoming enamored with something out of the ordinary! 

 

CONNECTICUT AUTOMOBILIA 

Submitted by Steven Rossi 

Greetings… 
From Laspino’s Diner 
in Wallingford, Conn.! 



WHO, WHAT, WHERE OR WHEN 

Challenge your automotive history IQ 
      

120 years ago, on August 22, 1902, the sitting U.S. President became the first 
person to hold that office and ride in an automobile.  Who was that man, what 

kind of car was it, and where was it built? 

 

The correct answer to Who, What, Where, or When in the July issue, “Which of the following makes never 
built or sold trucks in the U.S. market?”: 

 

Only Maxwell never built or sold trucks here.  Nash offered trucks from 1947 - 1954, Graham Brothers from 
1919 - 1927, Plymouth from 1937 - 1941, Hudson from 1937 - 1947,  and Packard from 1903 to the mid-1920’s.    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 NEXT ISSUE 
 

The next Belltown Bulletin will be the October, 2022 issue.  The copy and classified ad deadline is Tuesday, September 
20.  Friday the 23rd is the publication date, with mail-out on September 26 and e-delivery no later than September 28.  

Your content suggestions, comments, classified ads and other contributions are most welcome.  Send them to the editor 
at dan12david@yahoo.com (or call 860-575-6194).   

 

BELLTOWN ANTIQUE CAR CLUB 
 

       President - Alan Carlson  Elected Directors* - David Degregorio (yr. 1 of 2) & Ray Lichota (yr. 2 of 2) 

       Vice President - Mark Hoydilla Sunshine Chairperson - Polly Beckwith (860-345-4256) 

       Secretary - Peter Christianson Newsletter Editor - Dan David (dan12david@yahoo.com, 860-575-6194) 

       Treasurer - Cliff Baker      *) The BACC Board of Directors is comprised of the four current officers plus the  
               previous president (Jon Grant) and two elected from the membership at large 
 

    Club web site - www.belltownantiquecarclub.org [webmaster: Ralph Phil, mail@rjphil.com] 
    E-mail address - belltowncarclub@gmail.com      
    Club Mailing address - BACC, P.O. Box 211, East Hampton, CT  06424 
    Facebook - www.facebook.com/BACC-Belltown-Antique-Car-Club-116729245345421/  [FB mgr.: Betty Lichota] 
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Disclaimers and Words to the Wise: The opinions expressed by the authors of the content of this newsletter are theirs and are not intended 

to represent a position taken by the Belltown Antique Car Club or its officers.  Reproduction of this newsletter in whole or in part is subject 

to prior approval by the editor.  Information presented herein is for the edification and entertainment of antique automobile enthusiasts who 

should use their experience, prudence and good judgment in applying it.  Product mentions should not be interpreted as endorsements.  

 

  

  

Top Left: Nash wrecker 

Above: 1940 Plymouth pickup 

Left: Early Packard commercial truck 

Far Left: 1947 Hudson pickup 



By the Way... 

On the way back from Nathan Hale 
Homestead, after our Patriot’s Tour, 
Rick Scott’s 1965 Mustang had to 
make a pit stop for a photo op at the 
old gas station at The Farm at Carter 
Hill on Rte. 66 in Marlborough. 

Luckily, the six-cylinder powered   
pony car didn’t actually need any gas 
because the vintage pumps are there 
“For display purposes only.” 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E-Delivery Bonus* 
 

Show flyers available for events coming in September & October are posted on pages 9, 10, 11 and 12, including 
the Yankee Yesteryear Show in Brooklyn, the Deep River Historical Society’s Orphan & Discontinued Car Show, 
the Middlesex Cty. Historical Society’s 36th Annual Car Show and the AACA Eastern Fall Meet at Hershey. 

The images below are from our old car display and hot dog BBQ, hosted by Masonicare at Chester on July 18.  In 
total there were 13 automobiles and 21 participants at the event.  “Thank you, Masonicare!” 

 

 

*) The E-Delivery Bonus is a feature not found in the printed version of this newsletter 

     that is distributed via the USPS.  

Note: All links in the electronic version are “clickable” as long as your browser is open. 

[Photo credit: Dan David] 

[Photo credits: Dan David] 










